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there but it will in time inevitably give place to the
general progress.

In this connection, however, it is obvious that such
progress can be immeasurably assisted and hastened
by the efforts of a central co-ordinating body, such as
the recently formed Central Council for Rescue and
Preventive Work in London. This body aims, not
only at co-ordinating and assisting the work of the
Homes, but also at capturing the interest, and where
possible, the co-operation and help of official bodies
and governing authorities and of the public also.

Sizes of the Homes

The Voluntary Homes vary in size from an
Emergency Home with an accommodation of one bed
only to one Long-stay institution with a total of
329 available beds. The average is about 33 beds.
The small Home referred to serves a very special
purpose. It is located in the West End close to one
of the worst districts frequented by street girls. A
worker of one of the large Agencies has a room at
this house, and thence she patrols the district and
endeavours to get into touch with any young girl whom
she observes to be adopting the immoral life, or with
any prostitute who may be ready to abandon her
calling; if she is successful in influencing a girl she
brings her immediately to the Shelter before she has
time to doubt or reconsider, passing her on the next
day to a more permanent abode where her particular
needs may be better supplied.

The influencing of these girls is a difficult and
delicate task. It is not every day that the workers
succeed, but when a girl displays a readiness to listen
to better counsels it is imperative that no time should
be lost, and no merely practical difficulty of accom-